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Background, Method, Results and Conclusions
BACKGROUND: Diagnosed predominantly in working-age adults, oligodendrogliomas are largely 
incurable.  Patients may still live for extended periods (eg 5-15 years) during which they may be 
impacted by ongoing physical, cognitive, and sensory impairments. We explored the work experiences 
of people living with a low- or intermediate grade oligodendroglioma. 
 
METHODS: In this cross-sectional qualitative study, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 19 
grade II/III oligodendroglioma patients from across the UK. Interviews explored patients’ experiences of 
living with oligodendroglioma. Thematic analysis was undertaken of data relating to paid work.  
 
RESULTS: At diagnosis, 16 participants were working, two were studying and one was retired. At 
interview, seven participants were working; eight were retired (four on medical grounds) and four were 
unable to work due to illness. Seven themes were identified relating to work experiences: (1) physical 
and cognitive limitations; (2) work ability and productivity; (3) accommodations; (4) changing roles; (5) 
attitudes of co-workers; (6) feelings and ambitions; and (7) finances. Employer and co-worker support 
were integral to positive experiences of work. A suitable work environment was important to 
accommodate patients’ physical, cognitive, and sensory impairments; unsuitable environments could 
exacerbate symptoms, which in turn impacted functioning. 
 
CONCLUSIONS: Our study has - for the first time - enabled oligodendroglioma patients to self-report 
their work experiences, highlighting patient- and employer-level factors that influence experiences and 
outcomes. The result suggest valuable additions to Feuerstein’s clinical model of cancer and work, 
particularly relating to inter-relationships between work environment, symptoms and functioning.

Main implications
These findings have implications for clinicians and employers when considering the importance of 
(returning to) work in rehabilitation of oligodendroglioma patients.
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