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Background, Method, Results and Conclusions
Background: Increased attention is paid to cancer survivors’ long-term health, productivity, and work 
ability. Less is known of possible consequences of cancer in close family members’ health and work 
ability. We will examine labor market efforts of partners, sons and daughters who experience cancer in 
the family.
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Methods: We explore if there are changes in health (proxied by use of primary health services), labor 
related welfare uptake or employment in close family members (aged 40-60, prime working age) after a 
recent cancer diagnosis in a partner or an older parent. We take advantage of rich Norwegian register 
data (2012-2019), with family IDs. We are interested in gender differences and changes over time as the 
initial period of crisis (0-1 year) becomes the new normal (2-3 years).
We begin with adults aged 40+ with a recently diagnosed cancer (N =100 000). We identify 30 000 
partners (marital/cohabiting) 40-60 years, who form the basis of the 1st analysis. The 2nd analysis is 
based on children (N=90 000) of similar ages, with a parent with a cancer. Prospectively modelled 
results will be presented, before a difference-in-difference approach will be applied to compare the 
health, welfare uptake and employment of the family member before and after a cancer diagnosis, to 
explore possible causal mechanisms. The cancer-free population will serve as a comparison group.

Results and conclusions: Preliminary results show that partners’ health and labor market efforts are 
affected by cancer. Female partners are more adversely affected across all measures than male 
partners. For parental cancer, the differences are smaller, but daughters seem more negatively affected 
in terms of own health and employment than sons. Interestingly, the year a cancer was diagnosed in a 
parent, the use of health services among daughters fell considerably. If this reflect fewer opportunities 
to care for one own’s health when there are sick family members around, needs further exploration.

Main implications
Whole families, not only individuals, are affected by cancer. This is not reflected in public policies or 
compensatory economic mechanisms, focusing only on cancer survivors and assuming that genders 
have similar roles in society.
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